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Photo by Jordan Kilty 
Members of the Class of 2015 gathered in Ross on Aug. 25 to participate in several ice- 
breaking activities. This was one of many events planned for the new students during 
orientation. 


Class of 2015 Makes Name for Itself on Campus 


Almost 600 students arrive at St. Michael’s, comprising the most diverse class at the college 


Photo by Lizzie Tribble 
First-year students showed their trust in their classmates by participating in a crowd- 
surfing exercise. 


By Jordan Kilty 
Managing Editor 


Although weather conditions were 
less than ideal on move-in day, with light 
rain and sticky humidity, 587 members 
of the St. Michael’s Class of 2015 moved 
into Lyons, Joyce and Ryan halls amid 
_ the constant screeching of the orienta- 
tion leaders’ whistles. Cars were’ scat- 
tered across the quad as anxious students 
unloaded clothes, TVs and books, all the 
items students typically bring to college. 

The Class of 2015, however, also 
brought new faces, new interests and 
new energy to the St. Michael’s campus, 
while making a name for itself as one of 
the most diverse and academically tal- 
ented classes at the college. 

The first-years represent 25 states, 
including Washington, Florida and Cali- 
fornia, as well as nine countries, such as 
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Nepal, Thailand, Norway, Venezuela, 
Irag, Nigeria and Haiti, said Jerry Flana- 
gan, the St. Michael’s vice president for 
admission and enrollment management. 

This has given the Class of 2015 the 
distinction of being St. Michael’s most 
diverse class to date, both geographical- 
ly and ethnically, which Flanagan said 
is a result of the college broadening its 
recruitment base. 

“Tf St. Michael’s wants to continue 
to fill classes, we have to extend our 
reach beyond New England,” Flanagan 
said. He added that 83 percent of first- 
years are from out of state, with 27 per- 
cent coming from outside New England. 
But, similar to previous years, Massa- 
chusetts is still the state most represent- 
ed at the college. 

Karen Talentino, the St. Michael’s 
vice president of academic affairs, said 
she believes increased diversity on cam- 
pus will enrich the academic and resi- 


dential environments and strengthen the 
St. Michael’s community. 

“Tm excited about this opportunity 
for students to interact with more stu- 
dents who are different and who can of- 
fer unique perspectives in class discus- 
sions,” Talentino said. 

Another result of the broadened 
recruiting was a 30 percent increase in 
applications to St. Michael’s, with just 
under 4,500 applications received and 
about 3,500 students accepted to the col- 
lege for the class of 2015. Such a high 
number of applications allowed the ad- 
missions office to be more selective 
about who was accepted. 

“St. Michael’s looks for students 
who will be engaged members of the 
community,” Flanagan said. “We look 
for people who were engaged in mean- 
ingful activities in high school such as 
sports, student government, theater 
or volunteering. It’s not just based on 
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grades but on a combination of service 
and scholarship.” 

Flanagan noted that the Class of 
2015 is one of the most academically 
talented classes he’s seen, with 97 per- 
cent reporting a GPA of A or B in high 
school, while 20 percent of the incoming 
first-years ranked in the top 10 percent 
of their high school classes. 

The Class of 2015 is also the first 
group to have biology as the most popu- 
lar major. St. Michael’s Registrar John 
Sheehey said business has traditionally 
been the major with the most students, 
but among the first-years, 81 students 
have declared a biology major so far, 
while 69 have declared a business ma- 
jor. Psychology comes in third with 52 
students. 


See CLASS OF 2015 on page 12 
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St. Michael’s Professor Arrested at White House 


Proposed oil pipeline protested as ‘carbon bomb’ threatening planet 


By Kendra Gravelle 
News Manager 


Professor Greg Delanty was arrested 
in Washington, D.C. on Aug. 23 for par- 
ticipating in rolling protests opposing the 
Keystone XL tar sands pipeline, which 
would bring crude oil from Alberta, Can- 
ada, to Texas. 

During these protests, scheduled 
to take place through Sept. 3, 40 to 60 
participants line up each day outside the 
White House at a location where protest- 
ing is forbidden, said Kathryn Blume, 
media coordinator for 350.org Vermont, 
a grassroots movement with the goal of 
mitigating the climate crisis. Protesters 
are told to leave by the National Park 
Police three times, and when they don’t 
cooperate they are arrested, Blume said. 

“Nobody wants to get arrested, so 
that was not pleasant,” Delanty said. 

Gus Speth, a professor at Vermont 
Law School, was also arrested in the tar 
sands oil pipeline protests. 

“As someone who has advocated for 
climate action since I was chair of Presi- 
dent Carter’s council on environmental 
quality over 30 years ago, I can tell you 
that our government has failed us big 
time,’ Speth said. “Extravagant use of 
fossil fuels has us on the cusp of a ruined 
planet. The tar sands pipeline will hook 
our insatiable thirst for oil to a huge new 
supply of fossil energy, thus deepening 
our dependence when we should be mov- 
ing in the opposite direction. Nonviolent 
civil disobedience is one of the main av- 
enues we have open to us.” 

Protesters hope to send the message 
to president Obama that he has the power 
to prevent the pipeline from being built, 
said environmentalist Bill McKibben, a 
Middlebury scholar who helped organize 
the protests. 

“McKibben is trying to build a wave 
of sentiment so profound that Obama 
has no choice but to [deny the] permit,” 
Blume said. “When Obama was elected, 
he addressed the issue of climate change. 
He hasn’t lived up to that yet.” 

If this pipeline does go in, it would be 
nearly impossible to curb global warm- 
ing, she said. 

“The pipeline is basically a fuse to a 





Photo courtesy of Greg Delanty 
Professor Greg Delanty gets arrested in 
Washington D.C. for protesting against the 
Keystone XL tar sands oil pipeline on Tues., 
Aug. 23. 


gigantic carbon bomb through the middle 
of the continent,’ Blume said. “If it gets 





‘The pipeline is basically 
a fuse to a gigantic carbon 
bomb going through the 
middle of the continent. If 
it gets lit, it’s game over 
for the climate’ 


Kathryn Blume 
350.org Vermont 


lit, it’s game over for climate.” 

This “carbon bomb” could ultimately 
escalate global warming to a degree that 
could make the world inhabitable to hu- 
mans, said Delanty, an internationally 
renowned poet as well as an English pro- 
fessor 
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Photo courtesy Greg Delanty 


Delanty joins other protesters outside of the White House 


“If we want to stay on this planet as a 
species then we have to protect it and see 
ourselves connected to all the flora and 
fauna of the Earth,” Delanty said. 

On Sunday, a group of 30 Vermont- 
ers was scheduled to travel with 350.org 
to Washington, D.C., to participate in the 
protests. Many individuals from Vermont 
have previously traveled on their own to 
participate, Blume said. 

To help support the protestors who 
get arrested, 350.org has provided a legal 
team, Blume said. Those who joined the 
organization in the protests also received 
training in how to be civil and remain 
calm while being arrested. 

McKibben said he was in jail for 
three days and two nights following his 
arrest. However, because the cause is 
drawing around 2,000 protesters, people 
are now only being held for a few hours, 
he added. 

Despite the efforts of thousands of 
protestors willing to go to jail to block 
the pipeline, it is difficult to determine 
whether the action will pay off, Blume 
said. 

“T think we’ve changed the odds 
some,” McKibben said. “I think the power 
of the oil companies remains very large. I 
don’t know how it will come out.” 

Because President Obama has been 





Photo courtesy of Greg Delanty 
Delanty at the White House gates. 


on vacation in Martha’s Vineyard, there 
has been no response from the White 
House yet, Blume said. 
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Above: Sophomore Trevor Madore in his Marriott suite. 


Right: Purtill Hall is currently under construction while insurance companies determine what exactly 


caused the malfunction. 


Photos by Brian Crowley 


Blast in Purtill Forces 
Many Students Off Campus 


Purtill 
and students 
must live in 
hotels for two 
months due 
to July boiler 
malfunction 


staff 


By Brian Crowley 
News Editor 


St. Michael’s staff and stu- 
dents are still feeling the after- 
shock of a boiler eruption in 
Purtill Hall that took place over 
a month ago. 

The July 18 malfunction 
blew apart Purtill’s boiler, scat- 
tered chimney bricks across the 
lawn and drove soot throughout 
rooms and hallways, setting in 
motion a lengthy investigation 
and cleanup. Three workers 
were in the building at the time, 
but no one was injured. Students 
who planned to live in Purtill 


this semester are instead living 
in two-person hotel suites until 
the building is deemed safe to 
live in. 

After many phone calls and 
visits to surrounding hotels, Stu- 
dent Life came to agreements 
with the Marriott Residence Inn 
in Colchester and the Days Inn 
Handy Suites across the street 
from main campus. Of the 57 
displaced residents, 49 were as- 
signed to the hotels and the rest 
assigned to vacant rooms on 
campus. 

“We found out late in the 
game that Purtill was not going 
to be ready to house students 
for the beginning of the school 
year,” said Dean of Students 
Michael Samara, “so we knew 
we were facing a lot of work ina 
short amount of time.” 

Senior Amber Downing 
said that, overall, she is content 
with the accommodations, de- 
spite having to give up her single 
in Purtill for a double suite at the 
Marriott. 

“Living in a hotel will be 
something different,’ she said, 
“and it’s far enough away from 
campus that it will be like my 


home and my school are separate 
things, which is what I like about 
north campus to start with.” 

Students in the hotels are 
paying standard room and board 
fees and are receiving full hotel 
services, said Assistant Dean 
of Students Lou DiMasi. While 
Days Inn residents will simply 
be able to cross the street, Mar- 
riott residents will have access to 
main campus via an hourly St. 
Michael’s shuttle. 

As an RA now living in the 
Marriott, sophomore Frank Ep- 
stein said his biggest worry is the 
possibility of disruptive students 
answering to Colchester police, 
whom he said will be stricter 
than Public Safety. 

Turtle Underground was 
also disrupted by the accident. 
The weekly music venue, which 
received a $1,500 increase for 
this year’s budget from the Stu- 
dent Association, must find a 
temporary home while Purtill 
remains closed. John Howland, 
one of the copresidents of Turtle 
Underground, said he hopes to 
hold concerts in the Alumni Hall 
basement or Eddie’s Lounge un- 
til Purtill reopens. 


“The explosion in Purtill 
definitely throws a wrench into 
the start of the year” Howland 
said> “but Turtle will be fully op” 
erational very soon and we are 
really excited for an awesome 
year of music:” 
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“We found out late in the 
game that Purtill was not 
going to be ready to house 
students for the beginning 

of the school year’ so we 
knew we were facing a lot 
of work in a short amount 

of time’ 


Michael Samara 
Dean of Students 





The hall is still closed be- 
cause the reason for the July 18 
incident is still under investiga- 
tion, said Dave Cutler, director 
of facilities. Because of this, the 
fire marshal is not calling it an 
explosion yet. Cutler said dif- 
ferent companies own different 





parts of the boiler and a claim 
of over $100,000 will belong to 
whichever company the mal- 
functioned part belongs to. 

“The real delay is the insur- 
ance companies [deciding] who 
owns the equipment and who is 
going to take it to be tested so 
that took until the middle of Au- 
gust before that was clarified>” 
Cutler said- 

The equipment is currently 
being tested in one of the insur- 
ance company labs while work 
ers hired by St- Michael’s clean 
soot from the inside of Purtill 
and rebuild the chimney to en 
sure that the building will be safe 
to live inr Cutler added- 

He said he expects the hall 
to be open by the middle of Oc- 
tober, but to be on the safe side, 
Student Life has reserved the ho- 
tel suites until November 1. 

“[Student Life was] put in a 
tough place: having to relocate 
an entire building of students 
when the campus is already pret 
ty fulb” Downing said- “They 
have done the best they could 
do with living arrangements and 
they have done well keeping ev- 
eryone informed” 
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St. Michael’s Welcomes Fresh Faces Among Faculty 


By Kendra Gravelle 
News Manager 


Each year, St. Michael’s 
College welcomes hundreds of 
first-year students. This year, 
new students aren’t the only 
members to be introduced to 
the campus. There are 10 new 
full-time professors being wel- 
comed by the community. 

New faculty come to St. 
Michael’s for many reasons, 
including job availability, the 
school’s small size and the de- 
sire to be in the Northeast. 

“For me, I applied, inter- 
viewed and got the gig,” said 
Bill Ellis, assistant professor 
of fine arts: music, who came 
to Vermont from Tennessee 
where he earned his PhD from 
the University of Memphis. 
“T’ve been thrilled so far. It 
seems like a very exciting place 
to teach and do research. Plus, 
it’s so beautiful in Vermont.” 

Ellis is teaching both His- 
tory of Rock and Roll and 
Music Theory I this semes- 
ter. Having toured all over the 
world performing blues music, 
Ellis said he hopes to be able to 
play in the Burlington area. He 
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wants his students to not only 
discover a bigger world of mu- 
sic, but also to come away from 
his classes with a better under- 
standing of how music relates 
to their lives. 

“T want to get them as ex- 
cited about the world of music 
as I am,” he said. 

Laura Stroup, assistant 
professor of environmental 
studies, came to St. Michael’s 
from Texas State University, 
where she had been assistant 
professor of geography for two 
years. Having been teaching at 
a large university, Stroup want- 
ed to teach at a smaller college, 
preferably in the Northeast. She 
said she likes that St. Michael’s 
is a liberal arts school. 

This semester, Stroup is 
teaching Environmental Stud- 
ies and Environmental Prob- 
lems. 

“Environmental stud- 
ies programs are all growing. 
The St. Michael’s program is 
reflecting a national trend,” 
Stroup said. “I can’t think of 
a better major for people who 
want to make a difference.” 

Stroup said she hopes her 
students will not only learn the 
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subject matter, but also develop 
critical-thinking skills. 

“Environmental studies is 
not only a major, it’s a passion 
and a movement,” she said. “I 
want them to feel motivated to 
solve problems on their own.” 

Peter Vantine, assistant 
professor of modern languages, 
spent the past two years as a 
visiting assistant professor at 
Indiana University. Vantine 
said he was attracted to the 
small. college community that 
St. Michael’s offers. 

‘Tm drawn to schools 
where teaching is very impor- 
tant,” he said. “At large institu- 
tions they tend to put stronger 
weight on research.” 

Other new faculty to join 
the St. Michael’s community 
include Scott Asher, visiting 
instructor of biology; Christina 
Chant, assistant professor of 
chemistry; Leah Clark, visit- 
ing humanities scholar-in-resi- 
dence; Brian Collier, assistant 
professor of fine arts; Nicole 
Maribona Mombell, assistant 
professor of modern languages; 
Carolyn Sawin, visiting assis- 
tant professor of sociology; and 
Kathryn Dungy, assistant pro- 
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Laura Stroup, assistant 
professor of environmental 
studies 


Bill Ellis, assistant professor of 
fine arts 


fessor of history. 

St. Michael’s also said 
goodbye to some faculty mem- 
bers, including Barbara Sargent 
and Susan Jenkins, both of the 
applied linguistics department; 
Roger Putzel, associate profes- 
sor of business administration 
and accounting; Paul Leclair, 
professor of fine arts: music; 
Gregg Blasdell, associate pro- 
fessor of fine arts: art; Thomas 
Andersen, associate professor 
of history; and Anne McCon- 
nell, professor of modern lan- 
guages and literature. 





Peter Vantine, assistant profes- 
sor of modern languages 
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Tropical Storm Irene Soaks St. Michael’s 


Unlike many other Vt. locations, the campus did not experioence the brunt of the storm 


Photo by Kevin Kelley 
The Winooski River continues to roar by this morning after Irene pummeled the 
state and caused devestating flooding. 
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First-Years Move From Home to Home 


By Lizzie Tribble 
Photo Editor 


It’s 9:30 a.m., the sun is not shining, 
the whistles are blowing and a line of 
cars grows longer and longer. Incoming 
first year Clare McGrath, of Ridgefield, 
Conn., applied to 17 other schools, but St. 
Michael’s was her first choice, following 
in her brother John’s, Class of ’10 foot- 
steps. 

As she pulled into campus, the whis- 
tle blowing O-leaders chanted “Clare! 
Clare! Clare!” After getting a parking 
spot directly in front of the Ryan Hall 
South door, McGrath got her keys, and 
with the help of her mom and two enthu- 
siastic O-leaders, she began to unload the 
family Suburban. 

“The most difficult thing is trying to 
figure out what to unpack first,” McGrath 
said. 

After the o-leaders piled the boxes 
outside her second-floor dorm, McGrath 


wasn’t sure where to begin. It was finally 
decided that the first thing to do was to 
make the bed. McGrath purchased the 
St. Michael’s dorm room package, which 
includes bedding, toiletry containers and 
two hampers. This made finding these 
items easy and saved space in the car. 

With the help of her mother and older 
brother John and friend Dan Elliott, Mc- 
Grath’s dorm room started to come to- 
gether. After two car loads of bags and 
boxes, Clare finished her move within an 
hour. Then she realized what was miss- 
ing. 

“TY brought my TV, forgot the TV 
cord, and brought the stereo system, for- 
got the stereo system cord.” McGrath also 
still had to buy light bulbs, a fan, a door 
mirror and all her toiletries. 

Being new to college life, McGrath 
said she is most nervous about sharing a 
bathroom with 22 other women and. she 
is most excited for the start of classes and 
meeting new people. 





Photos by Lizzie Tribble 
Clare McGrath with her older brother John McGrath °10, and Dan Elliott °10 in her sec- 
ond floor Ryan dorm room. 
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- Housing crunch for 


; Incoming First-Years 
ae 0 students living in former lounges and staff offices. 


By Elizabeth Murray 
Features Editor 


The Student Life Office felt a crunch 
this year when trying to house the 587 in- 
coming first-year students. Many of the 
common rooms in the first-year resident 
halls have been converted to quads and 
some faculty offices have been converted 
into housing for approximately 50 first- 
years. 

Dean of Students Michael Samara 
attributed this problem to the lower-than- 
expected number of students studying 
abroad this fall. Samara said an enroll- 
ment committee headed by Jerry Flana- 
gan of the Admissions Department looks 
at 10-year averages for the school’s reten- 
tion rate, how many students study abroad 
and how many students might withdraw 
or take a semester off. 

In the fall 2010 semester, there were 
102 students who studied abroad. 

“This year we have 48 [students] 
studying abroad,” Samara said. “That re- 
ally was a deviation from a pattern that 
looked like it was establishing.” 

Samara said the cause for the smaller 
number of students studying abroad could 
be the smaller size of the current junior 
class. 

As a result, there was a greater need 
for upperclass housing on campus. Usu- 
ally, Ryan, Joyce and Lyons halls are re- 
served for first-years, but because of the 
crunch, as Samara described it, some up- 
perclass students were housed on the first 
floor of Ryan. This left about 50 first- 
years without beds. 

One lounge has been left open in 
each first-year residence hall to accom- 
- modate the floor visitor program. Samara 
said this program is an important part of 
the transition process for first-year stu- 
dents as it continues their orientation to 
the college life. In Joyce, the space to be 
used as a common lounge is the former 
resident assistant (RA) staff office. St. 
Michael’s also purchased 50 loft beds and 
mattresses to accommodate the residents 
living in the newly created rooms. 

Samara said he thinks the co-direc- 
tors of housing, Joshua Chamberlain and 
Kerri Leach, did a great’job considering 
the circumstances. Leach said the situ- 
ation is working out better than she ex- 
pected. 





“T’ve had hardly any resistance from 
people,” Leach said. “In fact, I’ve tried 
to move a couple people out, and they’re 
like, ‘No, no, we like this’. I went around 
and checked on most of them yesterday. 
Everybody seems pretty happy. We might 
have trouble emptying them out.” 

This happiness was expressed by 
first-year Erin Woodman who was placed 
in a quad in Joyce Hall. But the quad end- 
ed up being a triple, and Woodman said 
she likes both her roommates so far. Liv- 
ing in a triple could make meeting people 
easier, she said. 

“We get to make more friends be- 
cause I branch off and then they branch 
off, and then we all can get together,” 
Woodman said. 

First-year Jeremy Wong, resident of a 
quad on the second floor of Lyons Hall, 
also expressed excitement at the prospect 


of meeting new people through his room- — 


mates. However, he said different sleep 
schedules could be a challenge for four 
people living in one space. 

Sophomore Anthony Stanley, RA of 
Joyce’s north wing of the third floor, said 
he was more excited than nervous to have 
so many residents during his first year as 
RA. Stanley has 26 residents in his wing. 

“I’m excited that they have a lot of 
questions for me, and they all seem ex- 
cited to meet me,” Stanley said. “I have 
GREAT [Growing Recognition of the 
Effects of Alcoholj on Thinking] housing 
students, so that’s |going to be a little bit 
of help. I don’t feel like it’s going to be a 
hard job. I’m there for them to create a re- 
lationship with them and just start build- 
ing a sense of community in the halls.” 

Looking back, Chamberlai 
Leach said they d 
do things differently in handling the situ- 
ation. They did not expect to have this 
kind of situation during their first year 
as housing directors, so they said it was a 
learning process for both of them. They 
are stressing the importance of written 
roommate agreements this year, and they 
also did mediation training with the RAs 
to prepare them. 

“Because we're so tight, there’s not 
going to be a lot of moves able to be made, 
so it’s really about working with people,” 
Chamberlain said. “Our focus is to work 
every day to make people happy.” 
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Attention First-Years: 
Ten Pieces of Advice to 
Get You to Graduation 


By Jordan Kilty 
Managing Editor 


1.) Call your mom once a week. It’s 
easy to forget about your parents and your 
life back home with all of the new experi- 
ences college has to offer, but your parents 
worry and need reassurance that you haven’t 
accidentally set your dorm room on fire. Be- 
ing in college and three hours away from my 
parents has made me appreciate them more 
and has shown me that I will never be too old 
to still need my mommy. 

2.) Never change your plans for a girl- 
friend or a boyfriend. There may be a time 
when you have to choose between two in- 
ternships. One internship might be really 
awesome, and the other one 
might be 20 minutes 
from your boy- 
friend’s _ house. 
Do not choose 
the second one. 
At this time in 
your life, make 
decisions __ that 
have your best 
interests at heart. 
That way, when 
he dumps you for 
an 18-year-old 
whose _ favorite 
movie is “Legally 
Blond 2,” your 
whole summer 
won’t be screwed. 

3.) Once October hits, the meal op- 
tions (or lack thereof) in Alliot might seem 
dismal. You might find that you constantly 
have stomach cramps and never feel quite 
full after meals. Don’t fret. Get creative. Al- 
liot gives you all the tools you need to create 
your own culinary masterpieces. 

4.) College, like Buddhism, is all about 
a balanced life. Without parental supervi- 
sion, it may be tempting to go to parties ev- 
ery night. It’s also just as tempting to lock 
yourself in your room all weekend so you can 
pound out those four 10 page papers you have 
to write. Work hard during the week, but re- 
ward yourself on the weekends. It’s neces- 
sary for your sanity. 

















5.) Get off campus as much as you can. 
It’s easy to get caught up in the drama of The 
Real World: St. Michael’s and to forget that 
life exists beyond the four walls of your dou- 
ble in Lyons. 

6.) Make as few enemies as possible. 
Campus is small; you’re bound to run into 
everyone you’ve annoyed several times a 
day. Avoiding eye contact and changing the 
route you take to class works for a while, but 
four years is a very long time to engage in 
such immature behavior. 

7.) Don’t forget about your high 
school friends. No matter how much you’ve 
changed, it’s nice to stay in touch with the 
people who knew the old you. This will keep 
you grounded. 

8.) The homesickness will pass. Your 
life has changed significantly and it’s OK 
to be sad/confused/terrified. By the 
end of the semester, you'll have found 
your rhythm. But for now, it’s OK to 
cry. The 20 minutes your roommate spends 
in the shower is the best 
j time to have a brief melt- 
down. 

9.)Ask upperclass- 
men which professors 
and classes they found 
the most  interest- 
ing. You’re paying 
enough money 
to attend St. 
Michael’s, you 

should enjoy 

the education 

you receive. A good professor can make a 

dull subject bearable. And remember, good 
professors aren’t always the easiest. 

10.) Long distance relationships rarely 
work. I’d received this advice but thought, 
“I’m the exception. I will make it work.” I 
was wrong. No matter how much you love 
the person, college is about independence, 
freedom and living your own life. You will 
regret it if you spend every weekend on the 
phone to your boyfriend or girlfriend instead 
of making new friends and experiencing col- 
lege life. Don’t miss out on new experiences 
or put your life on hold for anyone else. This 
is your time. Enjoy it. 





EDITORIAL 


Open Your Ears, 
Use Your VoICcE 


Our St. Michael’s campus flourishes 
during the school year—everyone who 
works at the college year-round and ex- 


-periences the quiet of the summer months 


agrees that the campus is livelier when it 
is filled with students. Our school year 


_ always begins with the fresh breeze of 


Vermont, vibrant green grass and an ex- 


_ citement that bubbles inside us when we 
- return with a summer full of stories. 


As we enter the cycle of this school 
year, I urge you to be observant of your 


' surroundings; know what is going on lo- 
cally, nationally and worldwide. Be pro- 


active by taking a stand for a cause in any 


way that best suits you. Whether it be 


valiant protesting, submitting a column 
to The Defender or simply discussing an 


issue with your friends—do something 


about it. 

Be critical. Ask questions. Do not 
settle. 

With a new staff running the paper, 
there will be new ideas and contributions. 
We invite all students, staff and com- 
munity members to take part in The De- 
fender. Write us letters, send in columns, 
art or recipes. We want to hear from you, 
even if you are writing to critique our 
work, correct a mistake or inform us of 
happenings we may not know about. Our 
mission is to be the truthful voice of St. 
Michael’s College—no matter how ugly 
or beautiful that truth may be. Without 
our audience and your contributions, we 
can’t meet our full potential. 

Make the most of your year, and 
make the most of the opportunities to use 
your voice. 

We, as the editors of The Defender, 
are looking forward to doing our job as 
reporters, ensuring you receive news of 
your surroundings in more depth. No one 
can predict what will happen this semes- 
ter, but we assure you we will seek the 
truth to inform our readers. 


--Kelley Bureau, Editor 
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By Samantha Merrill 
Contributing Editor 


Robyn Bailey, a former St. 
Michael’s student, was found 
dead last week in her Burlington 
apartment. She was 21 and had 
last attended St. Michael’s in the 
fall semester of 2010 as a junior. 

“She was the kind of per- 
son that one could easily want 
to fall in love with,” said Rocko 
Gieselman, who was a freshman 
at Burlington High School when 
Bailey was a senior there. They 
became good friends quickly, 
something Bailey was good at 
doing, Gieselman said, and they 
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FEATURES 
Community Grieves Loss of 
Former St. Michael’s Student 


StandOUT award, honoring her 
work in the community and with 
the gay/straight alliance. 
“Vermont’s youth don’t 
come any better than Robyn,” 
said Christopher Neff, former 
director of Outright Vermont. 
“She was a best friend who 
was wise beyond her years, and 
a confidant who kept her prom- 
ises. Her smile lit up the room 
and let you know what kind of 
a day it was going to be — if 
Robyn was around, it was a very 
good day. Our hearts go out to 
her family at this time and we all 
mourn the loss of a very special, 
very sassy person — we will all 


remained close in the subsequent 


DDS EE re 


‘If Robyn was around it 





was a very good day.’ 


Christopher Reff 
Former Director of Outright 
Vermont 


years. Gieselman said Bailey 
“cared an awful lot about her 





Michael’s].” 

During her time at the col- 
lege, Bailey was involved in the 
rescue unit of Fire and Rescue. 

Pete Soons, director of Pub- 
lic Safety and chief of Fire and 
Rescue, said “she will be remem- 
bered for her beaming smile and 
her contagious giggle.” 

Bailey played an active role 
in Outright Vermont, an organi- 
zation that provides support for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen- 
der and questioning youth. She 
co-led a Youth Speak Out in Rut- 
land in 2009, and won the 2009 


miss you terribly, Robyn.” 

Dean of Students Michael 
Samara said that the school is 
reaching out to Bailey’s friends 
to provide support. 

Melissa Murray, executive 
director of Outright Vermont, 
said the group’s office at 241 
North Winooski Ave. in Burl- 
ington will be open Tuesday - 
Saturday, from 12 p.m. - 8 p.m., 
for any youth seeking support or 
space. 


friends and community at [St. 


9/11 Terrorist Attacks: 
A Look Back a Decade Later 


By Bethany Prendergast 
Features Editor 


This September marks a decade since the 9/11 
terrorist attacks shook our world, claiming over 
3,000 lives in a matter of hours. But as the tenth an- 
niversary creeps nearer, it becomes clear that the na- 
tion is focusing more on healing than mourning. Not 
only is the construction of a new, symbolic World 
Trade Center well underway, but events are being 
held across the nation to commemorate those lost. 

After years of debate, discussion, and plan- 
ning, One World Trade Center, or “Tower One,” and 
a neighboring memorial are approaching comple- 
tion. A great deal of care is required when handling 
a project so dear to so many, but the architects and 
engineers behind the massive rebuild appear to be 
doing it justice, and the upcoming anniversary has 
not escaped their minds. Builders anticipate 1000 
feet of the eventual 1776-foot tower to be finished 


by Sept. 11, 2011, so that spectators will be able to 
pinpoint the site of ground zero from vantage points 
across New York City. Ten years ago, Manhattan lost 
the two fixtures of its skyline, and now one is being 
rebuilt with an even greater symbol of our strength. 

Along with the construction of Tower One, a 
memorial museum is opening its doors. There, mem- 
bers of the public can visit a set of two cascading wa- 
terfalls, around which the names of each victim have 
been engraved into bronze panels. 

Memorials, however, don’t just come in physi- 
cal form. Communities across the country are hold- 
ing benefits, marathons, and vigils to commemorate 
those lost, and St. Michael’s College is no exception. 
Students, faculty and members of the public are in- 
vited to gather for a panel entitled “9/11 Plus 10: What 
have we learned?” in McCarthy Arts Center on Sept. 
12 at 7:00 p.m. The panel will include former New 
York Times journalist and author Chris Hedges, an 
expert on war and politics. 


Calendar of Bvents 


Aue. 28 - Set 7 
S On Sigil 


“Thurs., Segt. f: Larry Stevens “Art for the People”. 7 p.m. 
Eddie’s Lounge 


Weds, Se £7. Baa Rogat Loeb “Soul of a Citizen: Liv- 
ing with Conviction in Challenging Times”. 7 p.m. McCarthy Arts 
Center 


Gri, Se t 9: Mathematics Department Colloquium: Student 
Summer Research Projects. 3 p.m. Cheray Science Hall Room 101. 


don, Sept. £2: «9/11 Plus 10: What Have We Learned?” 
panel presentation. 7 p.m. McCarthy Arts Center. 


Weds, Se t. f=: “Current Issues in Economics: Debt Ceil- 
ing, Downgrades, Deficits, Debt Crises . . . and Depression?” 4:30 
p.m. St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell Room (315). 


Weds, Sept. fe: “Faith and Food”, a talk by Rabbi Jan 
Salzman and Buddhist Peter Fried. 7 p.m. St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell 
Room (315). 


“Thurs., Se t 5: Dr. Maura Cullen “Fearing Judgement: 
A Little Awareness Can Make You Whole”. 6 p.m. McCarthy Arts 


. Off Campus: 


Cham lain Valle Fair: Aug. 28 — Sept. 6. Rte. 15, Essex 
Junction. Open 10 a.m. to midnight daily. 


Vermont Festival of the fbrts: Aug. 1 -Sept. 5. Various 
locations in Mad River Valley. 8 a.m.— 9 p.m. daily. 


Fady ¢hntebellum: Saturday, Sept. 3, 7 p.m. Champlain Val- 
ley Exposition. 


Burlington City rts Summer Fbrtist WW arket: sat- 


urday, Sept. 3 and Saturday, Sept. 10, 9 a.m. — 2:30 p-m. Burlington 
City Hall Park. 


Burlington Farmers Market: Saturday, Sept. 3, Satur- 
day; Sept. 10; and Saturday, Sept. 17, 8:30 a.m. —2 p.m. Burlington 
City Hall Park. 
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Fall Sports Under Way 


By Peter Hanson and Quaron 
Pinckney 
Photo Manager, Sports Editor 


St. Michael’s fall sport ath- 
letes were able to relax and watch 
the action during the move-in rush 
last weekend since they had already 
been on campus for two weeks 
training for their upcoming sea- 
sons. es 

Members of seven of the 21 
fall teams arrived Aug. 14 for prac- 
tice and bonding through team ac- 
tivities. Junior field hockey player 
Laken Ferreira said her team has 
become closer by taking part in 
team bowling and a beach session, 
complementing the daily practices 
_ on the Duffy Turf Field. 

“It’s almost like being at a 
sports camp,” she said about being 
on campus without most of the stu- 
dent body. “It’s two weeks of unin- 
terrupted training.” 

For the field hockey team, 
ranked 10th in the Northeast-10 
preseason polls, team bonding has 
been necessary as 12 first-years 
were invited to preseason camp. 
Despite the second-to-last ranking, 
Ferreira believes her team will have 
a successful fall campaign. 

“With our young talent, we’re 
going to be really good and [we] 
hope to make the playoffs,’ she 
said. 

The field hockey team will be- 
gin play on the road Sept. 3 at the 
Lady Raider Classic against last 
season’s Division II runner-up and 





SPORTS 





host Shippensburg University in 
Pennsylvania. 

The men’s soccer team will 
begin its campaign ranked seventh 
in the Northeast-10 preseason polls. 
Junior Steve Scanlon said the team 
has also had a positive training 
camp experience. 

“Most days we’ve practiced 
twice, and we have a chance to be 
the best we’ve been in a few years,” 
he said. 

Scanlon said the team’s only 
commitment over the past two 
weeks has been soccer, which has 
produced a focused atmosphere in 
the locker room. 

Despite losing five seniors, 
Scanlon said the solid recruiting 
class, coupled with the returning 
talent will help produce a push for 
the playoffs. The team opens its 
season Sept. 2 at the College of St. 
Rose Tournament against Mercy 
College. 

The women’s soccer team re- 
ceived a preseason ranking of 14th 
in the Northeast-10 coaches’ poll. 
Despite the low ranking, senior 
Annie O’Gorman said the team is 
excited to “shock the conference.” 

Last season, the team lost nine 
games by one goal. O’Gorman 
hopes the hard work that her team 
has put in over the past two weeks 
will result in more victories once 
the season kicks off. 

“Losing all those close games 
motivated us to work really hard in 
order to perform in the clutch,” she 
said. “Hopefully, this year we’ll be 








on the winning side of those one- 
goal games.” The team begins play 
Sept. 2 in a contest at the Dowling 
(N.Y.) College Tournament against 
the host team. 

The volleyball team is also en- 
tering the season with a preseason 
ranking of 14th. Junior Samantha 
Clairemont said these two weeks 
of preseason have been motivation 
to prove conference couches wrong 
later in the season. 

“This is the hardest I’ve seen 
my team work,” she said. “We want 
to earn our respect in the confer- 
ence.” 

Clairemont said the team has 
bonded by setting team goals and 
expectations while participating in 
their annual hike of Mt. Philo. 

The volleyball team heads 
into the season without a senior on 
its roster and with a new coaching 
staff. 

“It’s different, but it has been 
a positive change,” Clairemont said. 
“T think it will make for a good ‘un- 
derdog story.” 

The volleyball team will dig 
into its season Sept. 2 with a dou- 
bleheader in the Canton Classic at 
St. Lawrence University against 
New York based schools, Baruch 
College and Clarkson University. 

Other teams to compete this 
fall include golf, men’s and wom- 
en’s tennis, men’s and women’s 
rugby, and the men’s and women’s 
cross country. 
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SEPTEMBER 


INNER VISIONS 

MAT MCHUGH 

THE ENGLISH BEAT 
SECRET CHIEFS 5 
///BONES & BIODIESEL 
WARREN HAYNES BAND 
GIANT PANDA GUERILLA DUB SQUAD 
JORMA KAUKONEN 
UMPHREY’S MCGEE 
GREENSKY BLUEGRASS 
THE SWORD 
GENTICORUM 

INFECTED MUSHROOM 
PAPER DIAMOND 

ANA SIA 

MASON JENNINGS 
MUTEMATH 

SAM ROBERTS BAND 
MARC BROUSSARD 

DARK DARK DARK/A HAWK & A HACKSAW 
THE GOURDS 

TOUBAB KREWE 
CONSPIRATOR 


OCTOBER 


ZEDS DEAD 

POGO / THAT 1 GUY 

CROOKED STILL 

DOPAPOD | 

TREVOR HALL 

JACKIE GREEN 

EOTO 

JACOB FRED JAZZ ODYSSEY 
STEVEN KELLOGG / JOH MCLAUCHLIN 
GREGORY DOUGLASS — 
COMEDY: MICHAEL IAN BLACK 
THE SPIN DOCTORS 

METHOD MAN, CURRENSY, BIC KRIT 
MURS 

sTs9 

CIRCA SURVIVE 

JOHN BROWN’S BODY 

LOTUS 

MC CHRIS 

NORTH MISSISSIPPI ALLSTARS 
RACHAEL YAMAGATA 

SOULIVE & LETTUCE 

TRIBAL SEEDS 

TAKING BACK SUNDAY 


NOVEMBER 


BRANDI CARLILE 
STATE RADIO 
CHAMBERLIN 

MAT KEARNEY 

BLUE SCHOLARS 

THE MACHINE 
BAREFOOT TRUTH 
TRAMPLED BY TURTLES 
BADFISH: ATRIBUTE TO SUBLIME 
THE FELICE BROTHERS 
PHANTOGRAM 


DECEMBER 


CITY AND COLOUR 


3%MORE SHOWS ADDED ALL THE TIME! 
fod | od 4 beset FOR DETAILS & etter a 
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Roommates Cara Chapman and Sarah Stowell said they both had a smooth time moving 
into their Lyons double, despite the rain. Chapman said she hopes to leave St. Michael’s 





with friends for life, while Stowell said she’s excited to spend time in Burlington. 


Class of 2015 


Continued from page 1 


But for the most part, many of the first- 
years are still undecided. 

During their time at St. Michael’s, 
each class develops its own personality, 
Flanagan said, and within the next few 


recente ~ 


“These students are 
idealists. They want to 
make commitments and 
they jump in with both 
feet for everything that 
they do. I wouldn’t ex- 
pect anything different.’ 


Karen Talentino 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs 


months, the St. Michael’s community will 
get a better sense of who its newest mem- 
bers are. 

“My hope is that this new group will 
be able to join with the three other classes 
to help make St. Michael’s a strong aca- 
demic and extracurricular community,” 
Flanagan said. “I hope they challenge the 
faculty, teachers and other students to be 


better at what they do, to be the best they 
can be. I hope they challenge the seniors 
to step-up and be leaders and I hope they 
accept the challenge of being on their own 
with responsibility and respect.” 

And if the Class of 2015 is anything 
like the students who have passed through 
the halls of St. Michael’s College in previ- 
ous years, Talentino said she expects its 
members to be the type of people who 
want to tackle global issues and improve 
the world. 

“Most of the students I’ve met at St. 
Michael’s are passionate about something, 
whether it is a sports team, the wilderness 
program or journalism,” Talentino said. 
“These students are idealists, they want 
to make commitments, and they jump in 
with both feet for everything that they do. 
I wouldn’t wish or expect anything differ- 
ent from the new students.” 

St. Michael’s English Professor Will 
Marquess organizes and teaches in the 
first-year seminar program, a writing- 
intensive program that is required for ev- 
ery first-year student. He said he enjoys 
teaching and working with first-years be- 
cause of the excitement they bring to the 
classroom. 

“T like the nervous energy, the will- 
ingness to learn and work hard, the ex- 
citement about a new life and the feeling 
that anything is possible,” Marquess said. 

The first-years will also be the first 
class to experience some of the changes 
St. Michael’s has undergone in the past 


melt 
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First-year Michael Ricci relaxes after moving into his Lyons double. He said he is most 
looking forward to having freedom in college and participating on the St. Michael’s Fire 


and Rescue team. 


year. They are the first class to have cre- 
ative writing offered as a minor, they are 
the second class to have environmental 
studies offered as a major, and they will 
be the first to go all the way through the 
new 4/4 curriculum, in which students 
are expected to take four classes for four 
credits each semester. The 4/4 curriculum 
places a stronger emphasis on global un- 
derstanding, quantitative skills and expe- 
riential learning. 

Given that the Class of 2015 has not 
lived in a time without the Internet and 
grew up in an increasingly globalized 
world, Talentino said this new 4/4 model 
reflects a changing of the times. She add- 
ed that it’s the job of higher education to 
adapt its teaching methods and courses in 
order to give students the skills that are 
necessary to succeed in the 21st century. 





Photo by Jordan Kilty ; Ky 
First-years Eli Diebold and Johnny Malia 
said they chose St. Michael’s because of 3 
its size and because they like Burlington’s — 
college-town atmosphere. Diebold said he’s ~ ae 
looking forward to being on hisownand = 
having new experiences in college. Malia 
said he’s excited to go abroad, meet new 
people and to have a good time. . ™ 
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